
8th Grade Science Syllabus 2019-2020 
 
Teacher:  Laura Black Room:  C124 
Email:  laura.black@dsisdtx.us Conference : B days 2:48-4:15 
Phone:  (512) 858-3471 
Tutorials : Monday-Friday 8:30-8:55 a.m. Please contact me if none of these times work, we can always make 
arrangements for other times as needed. 
 
Welcome to 8 th  grade Science!  Below is the content that all 8 th  graders will learn this year in science. The differentiation 
between On-level Science, Pre-AP Science and GT Science will be accomplished by method of delivery and/or 
acquisition of content, the pace and extension of the content, and by the differentiation of the student products expected. 

● Chemistry: Structure of Atoms, the Periodic Table, Compounds & Chemical Reactions 
● Force & Motion: Balanced & Unbalanced Forces, Motion (Speed, Velocity, & Acceleration), and Newton’s Laws 

of Motion 
● Sun-Earth-Moon Systems: Day/Night & Seasons, Lunar Phases, Tides, and Eclipses 
● Components of the Universe (Astronomy) 
● Plate Tectonics 

 
Textbook 

● McGraw-Hill Science Grade 8 - account set up and login information to follow 
● Access to online textbook to complete assignments is available in classrooms or the CL&I during  tutorials. 

 
Materials 

● Interactive science notebook (ISN) for all classwork 
● BYOD—for academic use only 

Occasionally throughout the year, students will be asked to bring additional supplies for projects. 
 
Grading 

70% Summative  - TESTS, QUIZZES & SOME LABS/ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS 
Summative assignments are typically weighted as follows: unit tests (2 times), quizzes (1 time). Students will be 
informed of the weighting when the assignment is made.  

 
30% Formative  - POP QUIZZES & DAILY WORK/HOMEWORK  

 
Retests 

Summative  – Students that scored below a 70 on a summative quiz or test have the opportunity to  
retake summative quizzes and tests for a maximum of a 70 after completing a teacher-provided tutorial sheet. The  
retest must be done during tutorials and by the deadline set forth by the teacher (usually about 1 week after the  
first assessment). 

 
Formative  – Students have no opportunity to correct formative work. 

 
Late Work 

Summative 
● One-day window to turn in late work for a maximum grade of 70.   
● After the one-day window, the grade will remain a zero. 

 
Formative 
● Two-day window to turn in late work for a maximum grade of 70.  
● A zero will be recorded in Skyward for assignments that are late and then changed once the assignment is 

turned in.  
● After the two-day window, the grade will be left a zero if not turned in.  
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Homework Schedule 
Assignment packets are handed out on the first “A” or “B” day of each week and will be due the first “A” or “B” day of 
the following week.  Each homework will have the due date written on it. This schedule allows students to work 
collaboratively with me and/or with other students throughout the week to complete the assignment.  Class time is set 
aside each day to answer questions.  Middle school students are extremely busy with extracurricular participation, and this 
schedule gives students flexibility to complete the assignment when it best suits them. Due to the rolling assignment 
schedule and ample completion time, late homework assignments will not be accepted.  However, I know that unforeseen 
events sometimes get in the way of school obligations and I am always willing to discuss these situations with you, so 
please do not hesitate to contact me!  
 
Make Up Work for Absences 
For an excused absence, the student has one day for each day absent to make up the work.  NOTE: missed labs must be 
made up in tutorials as soon as possible. All work is posted daily in Canvas. It is the responsibility of the student to check 
Canvas and complete any missed work. 
 
Class Rules 
By signing where indicated, students agree to follow these rules at all times. Parent signatures indicate support of these                   
rules. 
 
Campus cell phone/device policy: In use only with specific permission from a teacher; may be accessed only in the                   
cafeteria before school and during lunch; no phones, devices, earbuds, headphones used in the hallways; no social media                  
access while on campus; no pictures/videos taken on campus without permission. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THIS                
POLICY WILL RESULT IN YOUR PHONE BEING CONFISCATED AND/OR DISCIPLINE CONSEQUENCES. To            
assist students adhere to this policy, I will collect all phones at the beginning of each class period and keep them in a                       
container on my desk.  They will be returned to students at the end of the class period. 
 
No food, drinks, or gum are allowed in class at any time. You may have a water bottle, but you must fill it prior to coming                          
to class.  You will not be excused to fill your water bottle.  
 
Students will not be released from class until all trash is placed in the trash cans and all desks and chairs are returned to                        
their correct and original positions.  Items left behind after class will be placed in the Lost and Found.  
 
Students must come to class prepared. All students must have a writing utensil and their science journal each day. If you                     
are unable to participate in class because you are unprepared, it will be your responsibility to get the information from                    
another student and/or Canvas. 
 
Inappropriate language will not be tolerated.  
 
Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  
 
Students are to sit in assigned seats unless instructed otherwise. 
 
Students must follow lab safety protocols during all lab exercises. Failure to follow safety protocols will result in                  
immediate removal from the lab, an irreversible "zero" for the lab grade, and if necessary, a meeting with parents to                    
discuss the behavior. 
 
All policies are subject to change. 
 
I have read and understand the above information. 
 
Student Signature: _____________________________          Parent Signature: __________________________________ 
 


